
The 23nd Annual Event of the 

Jackson Blacksmith Shop was 

held on Saturday, June 9, 2018.  

Activities began at 12:00 noon 

with a welcome by event mis-

tress of ceremonies Linda Mi-

nor and with pledge to the 
American flag.  Remarks were 

made by Julian Cook III, presi-

dent,  Central Virginia Black-

smith’s Guild (CVBG) and by 

Manuel Alvarez, Jr.,  Goochland 

Board of Supervisors, District 2. 

The audience was favored with 

a number of selections by vocal-

ist Dr. Janet Copeland as she 

accompanied        See Page 3 
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Aniah Mickey will be the 

featured singer at JBS 

event June 8, 2019.      
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June 8th Event Will Recognize 400 Year African-American Journey 

“As a historical site, it 

would be remiss of us 

if we did not recognize 

the significance of the 

400 year journey of 

Africans in America,” 

said  Brenda Jackson 
Franisco, chairperson 

for this year’s Jackson 

Blacksmith Shop’s 24th 

Annual Event, which starts at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 8, 2019 on the Shop grounds.  She added, “I am 

excited about the plans in place for this year’s event.  We are fortunate to have noted Richmond based 

Artists Jerome and Jeromyah Jones.”   The father and son team will display work and be on hand to dis-

cuss their “I am 400” project, a collection of 69 works focused on Africans before being brought to the 

shores of America, the 400 year journey of African Americans, and solutions for 
See JUNE 8th, Page 7  
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Julian Cook, III 

Dr. Janet Copeland sings along with friends. 

Linda Minor 
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In Memoriam 
Edith T. Jackson  

 

 
It is with deep regret that 2018 brought with it the passing of a 

loyal supporter of  the Jackson Blacksmith Shop, Edith T. Jack-

son.  Her work and dedication over the years will be truly 

missed by the Jackson Blacksmith Shop community. 

Some tiles for the garden wall have arrived but more 

orders are needed to complete the wall. 

GARDEN WALL SECOND PHASE 

CONTINUES 

The second phase of the garden wall is in 

progress, and plans are to dedicate a sec-

ond wall when enough orders for tiles are 

received.  Tiles may still be ordered for 

$50 for a 4x8 inch or $100 for an 8x8.  

Please call (804) 556-0161 to order your 

personalized tile. 

 

 

 

 

Clean up Day    
On March 17, 2018,  a group of volunteers 

met on the Shop grounds to spruce up the 

place.  From Left: Lisa Melton, William Jackson, 

Jim Melton, Terri Robinson, James Mabry, 

Brenda Franisco, Curtis Jackson, and Eleanor 

Andrews. 
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Annual Event 2018 

herself on the keyboard.  She was joined on the 

platform by friends. 

 

Dance performer Travis Cambric engaged the 

crowd with his moves, and mime performer 

Toie Butler captured the audience’s attention. 

Toie Butler 

Manuel Alvarez, Jr. 

LEFT: Kevin Turner 

views the artwork of 

Eleanor Andrews, 

one  of  eight artists 

whose work was on 

display during the 

open house. 

Dr. Boykin Sanders  tours  

Exhibition Building. 

Bruce Manson, CVBG 

Travis Cambric 

A visitor chats with Jerry Veneziano of the CVBG inside 

the blacksmith shop.  
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Visitor makes purchase at snack tent. 
Theodore Jackson performing as chef, frying his famous fish.  

Oh so good! 

“We ate too much. “  From left to right...Priscilla Sneed, 

Helen Gary and Delores Jackson  

Dr. Charles Hack-

ett's first visit at JBS.  

He prepares to pur-

chase his fish dinner.  

 

 
For the 2018 JBS Event, the  Central 

Virginia Blacksmith’s Guild (CVBG) 

was invited to hold their monthly 

meeting on the Shop grounds in addi-

tion to doing demonstrations.  They 

arrived early to set up for their meet-

ing.  A part of their meeting is 

demonstrating the art of blacksmith-

ing.  Members of the guild watch as 

Bruce Manson works at the anvil.   

The JBS appreciates the CVBG’s will-

ingness to take part in our event. 



Caption describing picture or graphic. 
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Visitors  arrive early to get front stage seating.  



Of Special Interest 
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Seven years ago,  an 11 year old started singing on her church’s youth choir.  On her first appearance with 

the choir, she had a solo portion to sing,  and when she first sang it, a lot folks were turning their heads in 

amazement, asking “Who is this child who can sing so well?”  The  answer was, “Aniah, Malika Mickey’s 

daughter.”  

 
Now at age 18 and about to graduate from high school, Aniah Mickey sings on five choirs.  And, yes, she is 

still turning heads when she sings.  On June 8th, more heads are expected to turn in amazement when she 

will be the featured vocalist at the Jackson Blacksmith Shop’s Annual Event.   

 
Aniah still sings on the youth choir at Fauquier Baptist Church on Dogtown Road in Goochland, Va. where 

she started.  That’s one.  Now she has moved up by also joining the adult Gospel Chorus there.  That’s 

two.  She also sings on the show choir at school.  That’s three.  In addition, she sings on the gospel choir—

consisting of her school peers—-that she organized.  That’s four.  Besides the church and school choirs, she has earned a spot on 

the Goochland chapter choir for the Gospel Music Workshop of America (GMWA ), an annual convention bringing together 

people of many faiths who love gospel music.  That’s five.  Did I mention that she likes to sing? 

 
When asked who has helped her the most in her musical journey, she said, “My Mother for being my number one supporter.”  

She appreciates her Uncle Kelvin for helping in any way he can.  Another uncle and her pastor at Fauquier Baptist Church, Rev. 

Dr. Melvin A. Woodson,  also has been supportive of her musical endeavors.  Aniah also acknowledges choir leaders “for teach-

ing me true choir decorum.”  These leaders are Tina Cooley, her first and current youth choral director; Kenyatta Smither, mu-

sical director for both choirs she sings on at church; Mrs. Parsons, her choral director at James River High School, and Cedric 

Copeland-Cox of the GMWA.    

 
After graduating, she will be attending Empire Cosmetology School.  She said, “There are a number of things I am passionate 

about.  Music and hair styling are the top ones now.”   When asked about her plans for music while in cosmetology school, she 

said she hopes to have more time to devote to singing.  She also plans to work on musical projects with Kenyatta Smither, who 

is helping her prepare for her Jackson Blacksmith Shop appearance and will accompany her on the keyboard for that perfor-

mance.   Smither, a seasoned and accomplished musician and singer in a number of genres, also will  perform at the event. 

 
For her upcoming appearance at the Jackson Blacksmith Shop, she has been given free reign to select whatever genre or sing 

which ever songs she wishes for her performance.  With the wide voice range that she has, it will be interesting to find out in 

which direction she will go.  Will she stick with gospel with which she has the most experience?  Or will she wow the crowd 

with some show tunes she’s familiar with from her school choir?  Will she choose patriotic favorites?  Will those who are only 

familiar with her gospel style, hear some rhythm & blues, Motown, pop, soul, funk, country, hip hop or jazz sounds?   

 
The free event starts at 11 a.m.,  so get there early on June 8th for front row seating to find out what Aniah will sing.  Anyone 

who has heard her before could tell you one thing for sure: no matter what she decides to sing, it’s going to sound good! 

Aniah Mickey—Featured Vocalist for JBS June 8th 2019 Event 

Aniah Mickey 

Mrs. Betty Ford, who displayed work in the JBS 2018 art show, has do-

nated the collection of pieces from the show to the Jackson Blacksmith 

Shop.  Her work has received keen interest from potential buyers of her 

water color paintings.  She said that she does not paint for profit and 

decided to donate the collection to the JBS to keep in its collection or 

for the JBS to sell the work to benefit the organization. 

 

The Jackson Blacksmith Shop truly appreciates Mrs. Ford’s generous gift. 

Mrs. Betty Ford Donates Art Collection to JBS. 

Collection of paintings donated by Mrs. 

Ford. 
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a better future. 

 

The artists’ combined work is in the collection of  Evander Holyfield, Stevie Wonder, Michael Jordan, 

the City of Richmond, Maymont Park’s Centennial of the Japanese Garden, the Hampton University Mu-

seum, the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of VA, the Gallery at Main Street Station, and the 

Trumpet Award Celebration, and many other public and private collections. Their work has been fea-

tured in international and national print, online, and television outlets such as CNN, Huffington Post, 

NBA on TNT,  Ebony, and more. 

 

Other activities of the day will include tours of the historic Jackson Blacksmith Shop and its Exhibition 

Building, which houses a historic photo exhibit, the Jackson family descendancy chart, and various dis-

plays & artifacts. 

 

 

  

 

 

June 8, 2019 Annual Event — 11am – 4:30 pm  

 FLUTIST MICHAEL G.    

HAWKINS 

 

 BLACKSMITHING DEMON-

STRATIONS BY CENTRAL 

VIRGINIA BLACKSMITH’S 

GUILD 

 

 THE OLDEST AFRICAN 

AMERICAN BAPTIST 

CHURCH DISPLAY       

 “FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH”         

PETERSBURG, VA. 

 SECOND UNION ROSENWALD 

SCHOOL 

 GOOCHLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

 THE FAMILY HISTORY CENTER 

 

 THE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORICAL 

AND GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

 VENDORS & CRAFT 

BOOTHS 

 GAMES AND PRIZES 

 FOOD AND MUSIC 

 VOCALIST ANIAH MICKEY AND KENYATTA 

SMITHER 

 

 JAZZ, RHYTHM AND BLUES  

 

 ON THE SPOT BAND AND SHOW 

Jackson Blacksmith Shop 

2558 Blacksmith Shop Rd 

Goochland, Va. 23063 

 

Contact: 804-556-8160 0r 804-402-8014 



Jackson Blacksmith Shop 

2558 Blacksmith Shop Rd 

Goochland, Va. 23063 
 

Phone: 804-556-8160 
0r 804-402-8014 

Info@JacksonBlacksmithShop.org 

 

The Hitching Post, Newsletter of the Jackson Blacksmith Shop 

We’re on the Web 

JacksonBlacksmithShop.org 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

“If I cannot do great things, I 

can do small things in a great 

way.”                    MLK, Jr. 

MAIL TO: 

The Jackson Black-

smith Shop, a National 

Historic landmark, is 

open by appointment 

only.  You may call to 

request a tour, and 

one of our representa-

tives will gladly guide 

you through the re-

stored Shop, where 

old tools are displayed 

and the history of this 

blacksmithing tradi-

tion is told.  There is 

also an Exhibition 

Building featuring vari-

ous displays and arti-

facts of the era.  Tours 

are free. 

 

$ Donations are appreciated $ 
 

Many thanks to our supporters for their 2018 donations.  Funds are 

used for printing, postage, maintenance, upkeep of the buildings & 

grounds and for educational programs.  Your donations, great or 

small, will help to keep this heritage alive.  Please send a check today 

to the address above. 

Tim and Leslie Robinson celebrated their 20th Wedding Anniversary 

with family and friends on the shop grounds on May 12, 2018.   


