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The 22nd Annual Event for the Jackson
Blacksmith Shop was held on Saturday,
June 10, 2017. The “Carnival” theme
proved to be a huge success with activities enjoyed by all who attended.
Visitors were greeted with new parking, providing a safer area for visitors.
In addition, a new rock bed and colorfully painted birdhouses provided a
natural and beautiful backdrop for the
day’s events.
The event began at 12:00 noon with a welcome by the event chairs, Ron and
Leona Barnes, a prayer, and with Troop 710 honoring our state and nation by
presenting the colors. A special “thank you” to Brenda Francisco for promoting the event. A record crowd attended the event over the course of the day,
allowing more people to learn about the rich history of the Jackson Blacksmith
Shop. For more about the 22nd Annual Event, please see Annual, Page 3.
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The African American Historical
and Genealogical Society
(AAH&GS) Richmond Chapter
visited the Jackson Blacksmith
Shop (JBS) in Goochland, Virginia on June 3, 2017. Society
President, Marilyn Campbell and
member Jean Williams collectively organized the Richmond Chapter's outing to tour the Historical Jackson Blacksmith Shop Site. The first tour included a historical lecture and a
blacksmithing demonstration, explaining the creation and 130 plus years
existence of the Jackson Blacksmith Shop. The shop tour was led by Jeffery
Mabry, great-great grandson of enslaved Henry Jackson, founder of JBS in
1880. The second tour was in the Exhibition Building which houses many
See SOCIETY, Page 7
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John T. Williams, Jr.

In Memoriam

Marie C. Mabry
1934-2017

1946-2017

Two avid supporters of the Jackson Blacksmith Shop
passed away in 2017. Marie Mabry departed this life
on August 21st. John Williams, Jr. passed away on
November 8th. These two individuals have supported this organization since the site reopened in 1995.
Their many contributions and unwavering loyalty—
too numerous to mention here —will long be appreciated. Their work and dedication over the years will
be sorely missed by the Jackson Blacksmith Shop
community.

GARDEN WALL SECOND PHASE
STARTED
The second phase of the garden wall is in
progress, and plans are to dedicate a second wall at the next open house if enough
orders for tiles are received. Tiles are
already being ordered. Please call (804)
556-0161 to order your personalized tile.
New stone garden with one of the bird houses
added to grounds for 2017.

Television Give-A-Way

The TV drawing took place on
Saturday, September 30, 2017 in
the Exhibition Building. The lucky
ticket was drawn by Eleanor Andrews. Robin Epps was the winner of the wide screen TV.
Thanks to all who supported this
effort as it brings much needed
funds for furthering the programs
of the JBS.
Robin Epps, winner the TV giveaway, is shown with husband Malcom.

2017 Graduate

Congratulations to
Brittany Melton, who
grew up helping with
the JBS, for graduating
from Goochland High
School and starting her
first year at Old Dominion University in
2017.

Volume 20, 2017 Issue

Page 3

Annual Event 2017
McKenzie’s Corner
After the presentation
of colors, visitors began
engaging in carnival activities, such as ring toss,
balloon darts, musical
chairs, and ping-pong
toss.
The event also featured
Goochland Middle
School’s, McKenzie
Mealy, who helped to
organize this year’s
Above: Mekenzie Mealy and her fun station, Mckenzie’s Corner. Below: Kids make
fun putty.
event.
She also created a fun station
called, “McKenzie’s Corner,”
where visitors, young and seasoned, participated in face painting,
fun putty, and enjoyed delicious
funnel cakes.

LEFT: Youngsters weren’t the only ones to take advantage of the face painting. William Jackson (center)
takes a break from helping with the horse rides to get a face painting at MeKenzie’s Corner. Mike Thomas
(right) takes a break from his disc jockey station to get painted.
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Annual Event 2017
Buffalo Riders
In addition to “McKenzie’s Corner,” this event marked another “first.”
William Jackson, JBS committee member, coordinated the participation of featured speaker Ken Wright, president of the Buffalo Riders
of Hampton Roads. This African-American equestrian team was established in 1997 with a mission to keep the contributions of the Buffalo Soldiers and the Black Cowboys of the old west alive.
Mr. Wright addressed the audience with an informative speech and
offered horseback rides to attendees. The horse rides gave participants a real-life experience on the importance of having the Jackson
Blacksmith Shop in Goochland County during the 1800s to serve our
community during that time. One participant remarked that it was
“nice to see how the horses seamlessly connect participants to the history of Jackson Blacksmith
Shop.”

Buffalo Rider, Ken Wright addresses the crowd, and an attendee goes for a horseback ride.

Gift Baskets
Terri Robinson creatively contributed to the event’s ambiance with
her “carnival-themed” activity
tents and decorations. She also
created a lovely, give-away basket
for the event. Jasmine Turner
won the basket.

Clean-up Day
This year’s clean-up day will be Saturday,
March 17, 2018 from 8 a.m. to noon. Please
come out for however long you can spare to
lend a helping hand for getting the Shop
grounds in shape. Please bring your garden
tools.
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Annual Event 2017

Jerry Veneziano of the Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild demonstrates and talks about the art of blacksmithing.

Blacksmith Shop Tours & Demonstrations
While some attendees enjoyed the games, Snack Food
Tent, and horse rides, other visitors toured the shop and
watched blacksmithing demonstrations by Mr. Jerry Veneziano of the Central Virginia Blacksmith Guild.
Guests also learned about the history of the Jackson
Blacksmith Shop and viewed the exhibits.
Just as in years past, this event has provided its visitors
with delicious food and entertainment to enjoy, along with
the event festivities. A special “thank you” goes to our
vendors Haywood’s Grill, wood creations by Bryant, limeade by Brenda Ahmad, and DJ Mike for helping to make
the Caption
event adescribing
success.
picture or graphic.
Bryant’s hand made walking sticks

Attendees stop by the snack tent, visit the food truck and play musical chairs.
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Annual Event 2017

Clockwise from top left, attendees enjoy the can toss,
balloon darts, ping-pong water glass toss, ring toss, the
souvenir stand, carnival goodies, and the sling shot game.
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Society, from page 1
antiques, artifacts, and the nine generation
Descendancy Chart of the Jackson family
dating back to 1810. Brenda Jackson Franisco, great grandchild of Henry Jackson, led
the tour and explained the genealogical development of the Descendancy Chart while
answering questions regarding genealogy research for the society.
Following the tours, the society had fun playing horseshoes and corn hole. They ended
their visit eating lunch in the picnic area
while relaxing and enjoying the beautiful
site's scenery to include the Garden Wall
created by James Mabry, Curtis Jackson, Tim
Robinson and the late John Williams.

Members of the African American Historical and Genealogical Society (AAH&GS) Richmond Chapter pose for a group
photo with JBS staff in front of the historic Shop during their
June 3, 2017 visit.

AAH&GS members (left) have a picnic lunch and chat with Brenda Franisco of the JBS while a youth (right)
who traveled with the AAH & GS plays corn hole on the JBS grounds.

Jackson Blacksmith Shop
2558 Blacksmith Shop Rd
Goochland, Va. 23063

The Hitching Post, Newsletter of the Jackson Blacksmith Shop

MAIL TO:

Phone: 804-556-4309
0r 804-556-8160
Info@JacksonBlacksmithShop.org

$ Donations are appreciated $
We’re on the Web
JacksonBlacksmithShop.org

The Jackson Blacksmith Shop, a National
Historic landmark, is
open by appointment
only. You may call to
request a tour, and
one of our representatives will gladly guide
you through the restored Shop, where
old tools are displayed
and the history of this
blacksmithing tradition is told. There is
also an Exhibition
Building featuring various displays and artifacts of the era. Tours
are free.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
“If I cannot do great things, I
can do small things in a great
way.”
MLK, Jr.

Many thanks to our supporters for their 2017 donations. Funds are
used for printing, postage, maintenance, upkeep of the buildings &
grounds and for educational programs. Your donations, great or
small, will help to keep this heritage alive. Please send a check today
to the address above.

Jackson
Blacksmith
Shop

2018 Annual Event

The 2018 annual event will be Saturday, June 9,
2018 from noon until 5 p.m. Schedule of activities is forthcoming.
An art exhibit is
planned for the 2018
Annual Event. All forms
of visual arts are being
accepted. Various performing artists also are
invited to perform
throughout the event. If
you would like to take
part in the art exhibit
or perform during the event or know of others who might like to take part,
please call (804) 556–0161.

